
Daled:. 28.04.2021

Sub:- ELECTIONS - Bye-Election to TSLA, 2021 from B7-Nagarjuna Sagar
Assembly Constituency - Broad Guidelines for Covid-Safety During Counting
of Votes on 2nd May, 2021 - cerlain lnstructions - Reg.

2. From ECl, Lr. NO.464/lNSTi2021/EPS, dated:28.O4.2021
-: o0o: -

ln continuation to the reference 1"tcited, a copy of the reference 2nd cited is

enclosed herewith to the Collector & DEO, Nalgonda, R.O. 87- Nagarjuna Sagar
A.C., Superintendent of Police, Nalgonda and District Medical & Health Officer,
Nalgonda. Wherein, the Election Commission of lndia has issued Broad Guidelines
for Covid-Safety During Counting of Votes on 02.05.2021 in view of the second wave
of pandemic and in order to ensure completely Covid safe arrangements.

2. lt is also informed that non-compliance of lnstruction therein - anybody
violating instructions on COVID-19 measures will be liable to proceeded against as
per provisions of Section 51 to 60 of the Disaster Management Act, 2005 besides
legal action under Section 188 of the lPC. The DEO should ensure to bring the
instructions to the notice of all concerned.

3. They are therefore requested to strictly follow the instructions of the
Commission scrupulously in letter and spirit.

DT. SHASHANK GOEL,
CHIEF ELECTORAL OFFICER &

E.O. SPL. CHIEF SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT
To
The Collector & District Election Officer Nalgonda
The R.O, 87- Nagarjuna Sagar Assembly Constituency (Through the DEO,

Nalgonda)
The Superintendent of Police, Nalgonda (Through the DEO, Nalgonda) and
The District Medical & Health Officer, Nalgonda. (Through the DEO, Nalgonda)
Copy to:
SLA (for placing on the CEO website)

//FORWARDED: : BY ORDER//

SECTION OFFICER,P

"Bve-Election/Top Prioritv" "Bv e-mail /Post"

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ELECTORAL OFFICER, TELANGANA
5th Floor, North Block, Buddha Bhavan, Secunderabad -500 003.

Memo No.1 81/Elecs.D/2021 -1 33,
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NirvachanSadah,

Ashoka Road, New Oelhi-110001

No.464lINST 12021 IEPS Dated: 28 Apr1l,2021

To

The Chief Electoral Officers of
all States/UTs

Sir,

The Commission had issued Broad Guidelines for conduct of

General Election/ Bye- Election during Covid-19 after on 21s August, 2O20

incorporating views / suggestion of National/State Political parties. The

Commission also considered the views and suggestion given by the Chief

Secretaries before finalizing the broad Covid-19 guidelines.

2. After issuing the above guidelines, the Commission conducted

General Elections to the Legislative Assembly of Bihar and other Bye-

Elections to various State during Covid-19 period by strictly following these

Guidelines in 2O2O.

3. Even though the spread of pandemic had reduced in the month

of February 2021 Commission continued with same strict regime of Covid

safety guidelines and announced the election of 5 poll going States/UT's. The

Commission has already conducted polls of ongoing General Elections to the

Legislative Assemblies of Assam, Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Puducherry along with

Bye-Election to Various States and has also conducted 7 Phases of Election

in West Bengal and Sth Phase of West Bengal Election is due on 29th April,

2021.

4. Counting of votes for all these elections is due on 02.O5.2O21.

5. In view of second wave of pandemic and in order to ensure a

completely Covid safe arrangements during counting the Commission has

Subject: General Election to Legislative Assemblies of \Ilest Bengal,
Assam, Tamil Nadu, Kerala and Puducherry,2O2l and bye election
in various states - Broad Guidelines for Covid-Safety During
Counting ofvotes on 2'd May, 2O21- Regarding.



been regularly consulting the Chief Secretaries and the Chief Electoral

Officers of all 5 poll going States/UT and has taken their views and safet5r

Measures/protocol to be followed during the pandemic.

6. After considering the views and inputs from Chief Secretaries,

Health Secretaries and the Chief Electoral Officers of all poll going States/UT,

the Commission has directed all the poll going states/UT to adhere the

following instructions during the counting process of the General

Elections/ Bye-Elections-

DEO shall be the Nodal Officer at each Counting Centre to ensure

adherence to the following the COVID-l9 related norms at
Counting Centres, with assistance ofNodal Health Officer.
Compliance Certificate in respect of Counting Centre that all
arrangement has been made as per extant COVID guidelines shall
be obtained from the concerned Health Authorities.
No candidates/agents will be allowed inside the counting hall
without undergoing RT-PCR/RAT test or without having 2 doses

ofvaccination against Covid-19 and will have to produce Negative

RT-PCR report or RAT report or Vaccination reports within 48
hours of start of counting. The DEO shall make arrangement of
RT-PCR/RAT Test to Candidates/Counting agents before the day

of Counting. List of counting agents shall be made available by
the contesting candidates to the RO concerned by lZOO hours on
the day three days prior to the date fixed for counting of votes.

lpara 15.12.2 of RO handbookf

No public gathering outside the counting venue shall be allowed
during the process of counting.
The Counting Hall should be sufficiently big to maintain Social

Distancing, and should have proper ventilertion, ',virtciows, exhaust fan

etc. as per available protocol of SDMA.

The counting centers shall be disinfected before, during and after the
counting.

Sealed outer boxes of EVM/WPAT shall also be sanitized / disinfected.
Number of Counting tables to be allowed in a counting hall as per the

size of Hall and keeping in view safety norms prescribed for Covid-19.
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Hence, counting of votes of a constituency may be considered at 3-4

halls by appointing additional Assistant Returning Officers.

At the entry of hall/ room/ premises-

a. Thermal Scanning of all persons shall be carried out;

b. Sanitizer, soap and water shall be made available and every

person entering in hall shall sanitize his/her hand.

No one having any symptom of COVID- 19 like fever, Cold etc. shall be

allowed to enter in the Counting Hall.

Candidate may appoint/replace the counting agents in case report is

positive.

Social distancing shall be maintained inside Counting Hall, seating

arrangement of Counting Personnel/Agents etc. should be made as

per extant COVID-f 9 guidelines of NDMA/SDMA.

There shall be suflicient number of PPE Kit for Counting

Agents/Candidates. The Countins Agents sittine arraneement shall

be made in such a way that between 2 counting agents I agent shall

be in PPE.

The following items shall be provided to every counting ollicial and

security personnel in addition to other prescribed items:

Mask

Sanitizer

Face-Shield

Gloves

For counting of Postal Ballots, additional number of AROs may be

deputed. If required, Postal Ballots may also be counted in a separate

hall under the supervision of the Returning Officer/Assistant

Returning officer.

As per the government guidelines, there shall be proper arrangement

of disposal of COVID related wastage viz Mask, Face Shield, PPE Kit,

gloves etc.

There shall be proper display of guidelines "Does & Dont" at

convenient places including entrance gate and inside counting hall.

The Commission vide instruction No.464lINST 12021 /DPS dated 27th

Aprll, 2021 has already directed that



i. No victory procession after the counting on 02'05'2021 shall

be allowed.

ii. Not more than two persons shall be allowed to accompany the

winning candidate or his/her authorized representative

receive the certificate of election from the Returning Officer'

Non-compllance of Instructions - Anybody violating lnstructlons

on COVID-I9 measures will be llable to proceeded against as per the

prowisions of Section 51 to 6O ofthe Disaster Management Act, 2OO5'

besides legal action under Sectlon 188 of the IPC, and other legal

provislons as appllcable, as specllled ln Order No' 4O'3|2O2O'DM'I(A)

dated2gthJuly,2o2oofMlnlstryofHomeAffairs.DistrictElection
officer should bring this to the notice of all concerned'

Based on these broad guidelines, a detailed COVID-l9 related
comprehensive plaa for countlng arrangements will be prepared at
the State level, taklng local condltions into account. Three-layer plan
will be prepared in consultation with the concerned Nodal Health
Officers: AC, District, and State levels. In case of bye-elections, the
plans will be prepared at the District and AC levels in coasultation
with respective Nodal Health Officers.

The above instructions shall be followed strictly in letter and spirit by all

concerned authorities.

These instructions sha.ll be brought to the notice of all politica)

parties/contesting candidates immediately.

Yor.rrs laithfull5',

(SUMI MUI(HERJEE)
SR. PR. SECRETARY



"No voter to be L

15.12 COUNTING AGENTS OF CANDIDATES

15.12.1 APPOINTMENT

eft behind"

Commissioner system does not exis

staff will be given a brief o

instructed to mobilize the required number ofstaffs from their Distri

t, the DEOs of the Neighbourin g Districts may be
cts. The additionalrientation training before bein deployed at the countingcentre as above. The additional staff also wili be provided an ID Card by the DistrictElection Officer. The cons tituency

such additional staff shall also be d

-wise and subsequently
one randomly by the Observer.

Table-wise deployment of

2.Acandidate may also appoint one more countin g agent to attend to the countin g of postalballot papers at the place fixed for the purpose by the Returning Officer.
,12.2 PHOTO IDENTITY CARDS AND BADGES

1. Irrespective of the n
of counting agents i
candidates by 1700
No request on plain
prepare the photo id
signature and shoul
thereof along with 2
denied entry in the
revoked or changed,

2' Each counting agent may have a badge indicating whose agent he is and the seriar number ofthe table at which he wi, observ" tt e-.ornting. i?.h .ornting rg"nt shourd affix his signaturein full on the badge immediately after it has U""* ir.r"a ro nir.
15.13 PERSONS ALLOWED IN THE COUNTING HALL

15.13.1 Only the following persons can be allowed inside the counting hall:
iJ Counting supervisors and counting assistants, micro_observers;
ii) Persons authorized bythe ECI (possessing authority retter duly issued by ECI), and observers;
iiiJ Public servants on duty in connection with the election; and

' :ffl,f;*iii:;#:':"T.11"-yed to. appoint as many countins asents as the number or
Returning orri.";.;;;;"i;;.: ffi'::ih::f:';5,T,'J" 

Returning oni.".'. t,ir".'H"n.",
they are entitred to ,op",ri rhe counting 

"*"r,. "."'."r"rlT:il#il:fi:Trr"ail:;in Form -lg Hence any request on a prain paper received from a candidate/erection agentshourd not be accepted bv Returning officer. Decraration of.ornting 
"gents 

in Form-lg is tobe signed by them in Returning Officer,s presence.

umber of contesting candidates, Returning officer shourd obtain the ristn Form-18 (in dupricate) with their phorog.rpr,, rr"rn ,iitire contesting
l:* :" the day three days prior to the date fixed fo. _unting of rotu..paper shall be accepted. On receiving the sam", n",r.r*, OrOcer shouldentity cards of the countjng agents then and there una". n'ir"7t 

". 
r"rt ,nad be issued to the contesting candidates and obtain u.tnJ*fuag"r"rt

nd copy of Form 18, as aforesaid and photo_identi,, .r.i,in", ,nrf, U.counting hall. The appointment as counting agent, once made, can beby making a request in Form 19.
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ELECTION COMIUISSION OF INDIA

Nrr.4o41 INST / 2O2 1 / EpS Dated:27 Aprtl, 2rD\
To,

The Chief Electoral Ofhcers of Ali States/UT,s

Subject: General Election to Legislative Asseablies of West Bengal,
Assam, Tamil Nadu Kerala and Puducherty, 2O2l-Prohibition of
Victorv Drocession.

Reference: Commission's Broad Guidelines to Conduct General
Election/Bye Election during COVID-19 on 21st August, 2020.

Sir,

The Commission issued broad guideline to Conducr General
Election/Bye Election during coviD 19 on21't August, 2o2o a1lter receiving
views/suggestions of National/State Political Parties. The Commission has
further considered the views/suggestions received from various chief
Electoral officers of states/UTs on election campaign and public meerings.
2. The commission has hxed counting of 'otes for Generai Election to
Legislative Assemblies of west Bengal, Assam, Tamil Nadu, Kerala and
Puducherry= along with Bye-Elections in various states on 02.05.202 1. ln vierv
of the surge in coVID-19 cases rhroughout the country, the commission has
decided to make more stringent provision to be follov,,ed during the process of
Counting, in addition to exiting Broad Guidelines dated 2l"t August, 2o2o
and has directed that-
a. I{o victory procession after the counting on 2.s.2o21 shall bepermissible.
b. Iyot more than two persons shal be allowed to accompany the winningcandidate or his/her authorized representative receiv"luu certificate ofelection from the Returning Oflicer concerned.

'lhis should be brought to notice of all Concerned.

Yours faithfull.v,

(sur$frT MUKTTERJEEI

tt

SR. PR. SECRET.q.RY


